
GRASS BLADE 



WB AIM TO CUT DOWN BBROX AND E8TABLI8H TRUTH. 



VOLUME XVI. -NUMBER 21. 



LEXINGTON. KY.. OCTOBER 13, 1907 



Published Weekly .-$1.50 per Year, in advance. 



RE ICION 



ITS INCEPTION LAY IN AN IGNORANT WOESHTP 
OF SEX 



The Following .g Reproduced by Request from The Alienist and 
Neurologist, a Scientific Journal Published Of 



(By 



solvable Into this: RlBpM Is man's 

conception of his relation to those 

among iho sup|>osed objects of his 
dOpendenOB, lo which hit relations 
seem so mysterious that he deems his 

aceuaiataaoa with tbi a 



1 ohje< 



.'udged by thai t< st. It follows beyond 
all reasonabl" doubt that sex worship 
must have been !he very first form 
of our known religion*, since the con 
ditions of Its development are wholly 
within each individual 

When unconscious automatism was 
gods I transforming to human 
ts of sciousness, beyond all dOWbl 
volve 1,8 very flrst cognitions must have 
ltery been the primal impulse that makes 
„ r< ,. for progeny an accompanlmi nt of sex- 
Thls is so 



Symbolism and institution;. lism In r"- 
HgiOB are but man's Imperfect, ob- 
jectlvatlons of these concepts. Idol- 
atry Is the concept symbolized, and Is 
developed by a process of gradual 
a final consecration, and a belief in 
its being an incarnation of the dtety 
The God idea, like the Idea of the 

atraetlon, not ■!> Kb* etlre 
cognizable to a man as sii 

wholly, solely and unalterably sub «j "[ ,v "'- " '■ ■ u " w —" 
jecth,. finding its only justification « arv Inference that in primitive man 
in the reeling! of men. though seldom " ,ls tendency was at least as pro- 
so understood. The history of re-l" 0 "** " s '» l>r«"nt-dry children. 
Ilglon is. therefore, but n record of. necomlng conscious that sex-lm- 



H of lione having an I y and ft 
mi a plate of an argillaceous c 
liotmd on which was scratched a r 
thawing of a phallus." 

There can be no objectlvallon of a 
oonoept as in a drawing, until 
tins become self-conscious. It. tl 
ftire. follows from the vc rv nature of 
our thinking pro coee , thai man could 
not make a drawing of the phallus, 
until after he had become definitely 
sclf-eonBClous of some of the phenom- 
ena of sexuality. Since with the 
l ■ is of such a consciousness the 
pr'mal phalllcism must have come 
into b< Ing, it follows that the draw- 
ing above referred to was made after 

l l l hag and probably becauso 
of sex- worship. This easily fixes the 
existence of phallic religion, ages an- 
terior to the known existence of 
■ very other kind of religious nianl- 
fc«"atlon. 

Since the <ourse of evolution is 

narked by a change •from ineoher- 



■ak and air 



Item blaze with fact. Whatever a 
man ••believes" is "fact" to him. 
U* us retail to Rei Kurtz. He 

would recommend Mr. Kurtz to go to! 
the pinnncle of F'ike' 
his opinions. 

P'rhaps the eagles might get high- 
er notions and strive and live tear 
Heaven. The stlll-unshot Teddy 
Bea s would join his Sunday-School 
Clas.i. The wild burros of the plains 

>uld be the most appropriate class- 



whlch' a more uniform activity 
ado l eao w. ee Barag* ■ ami 

animate all things with (i 
all activities which excite 



je. tlv, 



latin. 



Of I 



of volition 

the study of religious phenomena Is ] sinned that the „ 
essentially a branch of psychology, j a psychic life of 
and the methods <>r material science, 1 1 hey knowjtti* " 
adjusted to the order and relations own I 
of objective iihenomena, are applica- Justed 
ble so long as we are examining the|>«' p cei 



terance of Insane, namely; as a 
means of classification, and for the 
discovery of causal conditions within, 
as well as without, the Individual. 

Variety of religions is the product 
of evolution, a part of universal evo- 
lution. The difference between the 
Individual worshlpfulness of some 
primitive peoples and our modern, 
highly-diversified, religious organiza- 
tions, only exemplifies the law of evo- 
lution, which Is over a transition 
"from an indefinite, incoherent hom- 
ogeneity to a definite, coherent heter- 
ogeneity. 

In criticism of Spencer, Lang, Tay- 
lor and others, In their efforts to In- 
terpret religion In terms of the law of 
evolution, it has been justly s 

theories may be. however much light 

they may shed upon the religious 
life of primitive and civilized peoples, 
the question. Mow did primitive man 
obtain conceptions that we call re- 
ligious? is not solved." 

However, by applying the law of evo- 
lution to the known facts, we may be 
able to retrace the evolutionary pro- 
cess to the beginning of religion, and 




FINAL 



ie of these or 
icred history.) 



INDUSTURY REWARD. 

(By D. Webster Qroh.) 



JOURNEY TOTHE CRAVE 

There s Always a Desire in Man for a Change, But Who Can Tell 
Will Be? The Less Wisdom 
•eater the L mitat on 
of the Mind 



(By Channing Severance.) 

In all ages of the world mortal man 
'as been tilled with a spirit of unrest, 
•nd he has gone to both religion and 
fllloaophy to Bad relief from the per- 
latest aetiviiy of mental forceB. For 
the man With brains enough to insure 
'a vigorous and active mind, there has 
B ret ben rest, and it can never be 
found until his body has been ecu 
to the grave or dissipated Into 
lis original elements by the fires of 
KM crematory. 

There is an Intellectual craving for 
knows ilge that can never be aatls- 
. and every conceivable line of 
thought Is pursued with the only re- 
, suit that it whets the appetite for 



n. 1 alw; 



doet 
desire 



conselop; of his relation to his en- 
vironment, he naturally gave that In 
lelligence a local habitation within 
the virile member. As late as 111$, 
I find a Christian clergyman writing 
of it as the "receptacle of a manly 



Phallic worship was inevitable. 
To pHmatlve man In racial adole- 
scence the sexual mechanism and 
functioning Is the first conscious, the 



mlv 



Joy 



edla 



life, the first object of conscious de 
pendmce: the flrst mystery pre- 
sented to consciousness demanding 
solution and Inspiring awe; the first 
perceived associate of his high- 



est, his I 



1 ahno 



:urtz has 

form movements, and It Is given out 
that he shortly will announce his 

Independent candidacy for the city's 
chief office. 

If elected. Kurtz says, he will In 
troduce many reforms. When per- 
sons are arrested for breaking the 
at DC or Immoral conduct, he will 
put them In his Sunday-school class. 
In that way he will have an opportu- 
nity to lecture them. 

It takes all kinds of dam fools to 
make a world. Mr. Kurtz Is suffering 
with acute bug-house dementlon. 
Any man of sense should know that 
almost every criminal in the land is 
trained In Christian ethics. 

House-top evangelists, I 
graduate in under-ground 



said 



led 4H0 



rsliip. 



.1 belt. I 
nquirles 



.h.je. 



tion to answer the 
how. whence and why man acquired 
reUgfcHII experiences and concepts. 

If we desire to retrace the evolu- 
tionary process of religion to their 
origin, we bi 

objects of worship according 
evolutionary chronology. This Is ac- 

relalhelv close to or DMT envolvod 

degree Ol complexity 1 Implied in the 
rellgfcMa Concepts, and the degree of 
conscious knowledge of mail's rela- 
tionship to his environment, which Is 
Implied from his choice of the objects 

Sine continuing evolution Is < 
ditioned upon an ever widening I 
lal liorizion. that religion is neai 



rellz: 



It was unavoidable that the solemn 
awe of sex-mystery, the seeming 
transcendence of sex-ecstacy, and the 
predominance of a conscious-depen- 
dence uikhi sex for Joy and life, all 
combined with the ■opposed mteul- 
|l BOC ascribed to the sex-organs. 

ence of the phallus, ns the original, 
objective intelligent and ultimate 
source of all that to primitive nan 
is as worth hnvlng. In the nature of 
things, therefore. those elements 
made wi -worship the first religion, 
and they are the essentials or all re 
liglon. em to this day. 
knowledge has caused t 
change our opinions as to the situs o' 

lleved to control our destiny, but tv 
essence is still the BUM, Wll. n W« 
shall htrc solved the mystery of gen- 
eration, abolished the awe of Ign.e 
ranee, and no longer experience the 
ecatacy of love, religion win have 
ceased to be. In these considerations 
we find a complete answer to the 
awe t tion, 'How did primitive man be 



This pu 



malefactor uikui Easy street so far 
as conscli nee goes. 

Some Christians go the limit, 
knowing that Christ can not ri , r ive 
them until the 1P1 crini- is recorded. 
There is one notable exception, the 
sin against the Holy Ghost. One 



Lack 

ore 
Small I 



Whose foolish faddists, so 

work themself. 
That they e'en get sick. If 



They want "child idleness" 

by. 



Blent, and the monotony of life 
drives him to excesses In various 
ways as he strives to escape satiety, 
discontent and unrest. He rides 
first one hobby and then another, 
and jumps from this thing to that, 
always seeking by so doing to reach 
a stall of satisfaction and content- 



leaves upon the tree expect to re- 
motionless when the wind 
blows, as for the mortal man to an- 
ticipate a 
hot b ■ * 

llvlty because of his 
and their Influence thereon. His 
life is always full of doubt and tin 
i rtainfty and trouble of some kind 
is ever present, and yet the Imagi- 
nation is projected into the future to 
Bud more and increase his torments. 
He lives at all Mrnes more In the 
past or in the future than the present, 
and with hope and anticipation al- 
wajn in alternation with doubt and 
despair, he plods his weary way to 



able statement to make, but is un 
doubled ly true. The less wisdom one 
baa the greater the limitation 
Of the Blind, and in this fact we see 
how bliss and Ignorance have a nat- 
ural affinity. Wisdom brings its pen- 
alties because it opens to thought 
many avenaea thai b ad to dissatis- 
faction and sorrow; for when the 
reaMtJea of life are seen separate 
and fllatinct from its delusions and 
illusions, are are disenchanted In 
many wajn and begin to know that 
many phasant beliefs are baseless, 
and we exist in a world full of doubt, 
uncertainty and Insecurity. 

The man who thinks and acquires 
knowledge will find himself separated 
from much that has hitherto given 



dm 



goides drw 



had 



lirtal man 



ad 



And laziness wont then, disgrace 



s vim. brain, ni'isele. and also his 
s limbs, lead, chest and stomach 



reasoning from what 
and what now is. then is 
no room to suppose it will ever be 
otherwise. From the earliest records 
left iis in the remote past, ire find 
that our predecessors on the Journey 
of life have found existence unsat- 
M notary, and out of the depths of 
antiquity come such expressions as 



soul I 



of 1 



leak I 



is not tolerated by Jesus Christ 
and his crowd. Christ's "daddy" 

perplexing problem. 

That Joseph was forestalled wttt 
his girl bride, the account in Mat- 
ile w h aves no room for doubt. 

No DM saw the H. G. on his noc 
tUrna) (!) visit, and the Chief Hutler 
had no recollection of admitting any- 
one r, sembllng II. (i. to Mary's 
apart mem s. 

Still. Mary "was with child" and 
Joseph v .s going to "put her away" 
and «• .tc BM a bill of divorcement 



.It. .t here 
en siing witness In all hlstor 
"An angel of the Lord app 



on!" 



bin 



"or cheat, though you may. your 
"green" fellow man. 

Vol can't cheat old Nature, by any 
shrewd plan. 

Mid idlers, who waste all their seed- 
time away. 

May well die. unmlssed. moat] 
any fine day. 

Then teach growing youths useful 

Industry now. 
So, to nature's decree they smiling by 

Rejoicing in labor, well done, while 

they sine: 
"Prosperity, plenty, and health it will 

bring." 

And faddists that hoot, like lone 

owla on dead limbs, 
Wliil< the sunlight of science their 



Man thai Is born of aronuu 
Is of few days, and full of trouble.' 
Thus spoke our old friend Jol 
thousands of years ago, and Bnddhl 
was driven into the solitude of th. 
wild. lie. ss by his thoughts, and the 
( ffort to change them. To obtain 
peace of mind he attempted to kill 
natural desires, and in proportion as 
lie suppressed them he claimed he 
I BUd peace and tranquility. 

Mm lo live in that manner is to 
war continually against nature for 
d( ires are stubborn things and deep- 
ly implanted in man's being Bdab 
h conditions can c laim 
but little improvement, and yet many 
lia\. resorted to it and both preached 



Till "dark ages" return. If i 



,-elieion 



Knowledge of erironaaant h. cause 

the worship of an infinite, purposeful, 
divine' Imminence Implies a wider 
knowledge of the world and the unl 
rerse, than does the worship of Iso- 
lated antaml pheaoani an, thnrndara 

llrel] proven to be a Inter evolution 
irj development than the worship of 
a mountain or of lightning. The flrst 
among the religions of which we have 

knowledge must be thai one which 

Impltei the least or no conscious ac 
,..,.,iutancc Wttt the objective. 



ed 



id. I 



phallic worship Is the oldest religion. 
A modern writer has this to say 
about our theme: "There apninti 
to be'a chance of this (phallici wor- 
ship being claimed for a very early 
K-rlod In the history of the human 
race. It has been recently stated in 
i be Monitour that In the province of 
Venice in Italy, excavations in a 
bone cave have brought to light, be 
tenth ten feet of stalagmite, bones of 
animals mostly gent tertiary, of the 
usual description found In such 
places. Him implements, with a need- 



That Joe should have been an 
"easy-mark" is not so surprising, but 
thai millions of Christians should 
have banked upon Joe's easy faith Is a 
little more than remarkable Ma 

that would not "go" In a single C 
Hag household in Christ, ndorii. 



WILL SOMEBODY HELP? 



■ llllgbe 



joyful an- 
ticipations thai years of accumulated 
knowledge never failed to dissipate 
and destroy. The world has pro- 
duced few men that equaled in wis- 
dom and Unowledge the great Vol- 
taire, and yet his words were these 
near the close of life: "I have con- 
sunn d about 10 yean of my pilgrim- 
age in two or three corners of the 
World. seeking the philosopher's 
stone called truth. I have consulted 
all the depts of antiquity, x x x x 
and I siill remain in Ignorance. After 
the assertions of the most ancient 
philosophers which I have approach- 
ed as nearly as possible, what re- 
A chaos of doubts and 

tin- wisdom tha^mTrt 

acquire, i 

his doubts and fill him with this con- 
viction: that outside and beyond 
phenomena apparent to his senses, 
In- b forever ignited in' his invosti- 
gatlons. It Is true he has sent his 
Imagination back of phenomena and 
eonstnMted Pleasing beliefs, and In 
ttM has found some consolation for 
lis restless mind: but when reason 
gets active and disturbs these faiths 
in the unseen doubts and < 
return like the ebb of the tide, 
•ad rest In faith that transcends 
phenomena is a possibility to minds 
that rise above mediocrity or possess 
great activity: it Is only sluggards 
and stupids that can rest In a fool's 
paradise, or those who have been 
hypnotised and lulled into abnormal 
eondltions. Hence we can see how 
It Is that the man who has acquired 
the most wisdom, or truth, realizes 
Hie limitation of his faculties and 
acquirements. Self-satisfaction are 
attributes of the ignorant mind: of 
the thoughtless and the credulous; 
of those whose minds were stuplfied 
in childhood by rellgioui ideas which 
never fall to restrain and prevert nat- 
action. It is generally 
rang to stupify the mind 
or liquor, that one may 
find relief from mental activity, but 
religious beliefs are only another re- 
Iteligious people are not think- 
th< y me believers, and ln.be— 
lations of 



• d t- 



lllle 



ishi-h. 



I if With 



I want roe or any one of the Blade 
mailer of [net, Mail existed only In cont rilnnors to kindly compose a line 
the futile Imagination of some crazy or two. suitable for the headstone of 
wrltSf and the story was legendic to my (licensed husband who was 
He core, but a vast and expensive 'Freethinker and admirer of the Blade 
propaganda BM kept fanning the and Us writers. With best wishes, 
coals of romance and trying to make KMX O W. FARBER. 



I and tin- su 
of the physical attribute!) 
BM do wl.at be will man canine e 
cape from his thoughts, and when 1 

a at i rented a thinking being, both h 

h. ■liven and his hell were hnured 
IV B. Randolph affirmed, it ii i, 
Inability to suspend the action 
thought, that drives man to drus 
drink, insanity and suicide. 8a 
Solomon, "the cy< is not saiistli 
with seeing, nor the ear filled \i I 
hearing:" and again. "I ggTi ■» 
ail Hie works that are done gndi r I 
sun.'' and all is vanity and Vexatl 
of spirit." This Is the IbbHih i II J 
a wise and wealthy man ni r I 

greater part of bis Ufa h 

spent It was not the hasty >:>,-lu 
ston of inexperience and earl man- 
hood, but of old age, when 0 anions 
have value. He further a 'mind, 
that. "In much wisdom is nine! grief: 
and he that increase, h knowledge iu- 
creaseih sorrow." This is a remark- 1 



Know, ttiat lias not found and does 
not use iii some form exilerating and 

■tnpifying products of N H ,ure. The 
history of humaniti cannot be sep- 
arated Horn reUgioua delusions and 
drunken orglea, While the priesthood 
was filling the ignorant rabble, the 
common herd with religious narcotics 
they were drunken with wine, and 
bidding their own spirits of unrest In 
BUliaiaOa bj the best the earth could 
produce In the way of food and drink. 
Nocturnal carousals have always 
been resorted lo by the priesthood as a 
relief from Battel] and ennui, and the 
BOt bellies and rubieond features of 
•bona gentlemen today, reveal the 
I fact they are no strangers to the 
igood things of the table and the va- 
rious brands of lire water thai make 
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one end to be sought 
be a trnee wit 

The chaos 
count ry is | 
period front the Russian 
of March there Were in S 
e of $1.00 per I eiijhl murders, mostly i 
ontract, wfcss I light, The si. Peterson* 

jy^JJ eTMJ part of the provil 

■asnliiation, mnltilntion, i 
. j gle nninlier of the Xovu 



When thai is done thei will Onee in r great while. 

I not till. the sainted sheep in the 

ic ami crime in whirl' the I tide is given with the re 
lefies description. In the these arc fen ami far bet 
an New Year to the middle is trite that thry arc us, 



if to ease the ■ ads of 
fold of the Lord, an ar 
icrse object in vi» w, hut 

Ween ami the si|e ;est ion 
-I as a km, I of a bait 
l read. 



immitted in broad d 
newspapers report Ft 
tea a ghastly tale of 

lil robbery. From a ^ 
Vivmya the folh 



ldiw 



ipical items: A bomb thrown at the 
the fortress of Sebastopol; 
in both feet * * * In Warsav 
en flung: the first into the i 



' the 



Prin 



-rukoiV, 



be 



minded . the 



and bomb tore away both bands of the work- 
man EBunotahkoff. In the southeastern provinces 

hunger and disease are wasting the people; and 
where peasants are not burning down their huts 



for fuel. 
Is it poet 

parties it 
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Happy thoughts. 

U-t the sunshine in. 

• • • • 

Stand for intellectual freedom. 

• • • • 

.Nature intended that every man should work. 

• • • • 

Kreet bought is the essence oi Human happiness. 

• • • • 

In this old world it is only character that counts. 

• S • • 

As a soft answer turneth away wrath so will a 
smile brighten the day. 

All religious beliefs emanate from perversion of 
die human intellect. 

The in.au who invented hell and taught it as a 
plaee of human punishment was a tieud in human 
for-W 

Now, friends, readers, all of you, it is time we 
were getting some more subscribers and we have 
to Iook to you for them. 

• • • • 

The inconsistency of Christianity is demon- 
strated in the recent arrest of the Zionists for fol- 
lowing New Testament teaching. 

There is not a Christian denomination on earth 
that is really and truly free from the taint of hav- 
ing demanded and exacted blood money. 

• • • • 

1 don't want anything to do with religion that 
makes me humble — if religion don't make a fellow 
hold up noth Jus head and tail high in the air and 
look the world squarely in the face without a 
"■quint" then it is not worth paying a preacher to 
tell you about it. National Rip-Saw. 

it is a gospel of love on Sunday and a gospel of 
grab on .Monday that characterizes the religious 
world in America, today. Long prayers and slioil 
weignts make business better and many a deacon 
will sell live and ten cent cigars out of the same 
uox. lius is religion. 

rhe power and influence of a modern preacher 
are estimated ny his ability io rate in the rath and 
not in nis capacity for bringing souls to Christ. 
\> hat a va.st eliuiiye WOUid be wrought if only the 
almighty would atienu to making his own collec- 
tions and Keeping Ins own accounts. 

• • • • 

There is considerable room lor improvement in 

many oi the Christian sects but among the greatest 
oi fS Qfin I timies was to remove inlaid damnation 
from a religion oi inliuite love. 'Ihe next step will 
be to taiie away the inliuite love and sound-com- 
mon sense will do the rest. 

Politics is said to make strange bed fellows, but 
there has never been a day m all history when it 
could bring together a more iieterogeuuous eon- i 
giouwravion man the Christian religion. Russia, 
AOOySJnnia, and America are far removed, but, i 
yet, how near in Christ. 

J he government of man and tin 

Cod arc still trying to do I stunt as the Siamese 
twins and the latter would be no less cowplusory 
than its companion, only it is more iiiuid now than 
it wu.s in tlie past, the church bed still peals its 

praises to cou for having a pulj with the govern- 



: animals eat the thatch for food, 
for Mr. st o|y pine to appeal to all 
Douma for a truce of Qod until 
been devised to help the famine- 
ets! The majority would probably 



IKFLULNCE OF PRESS AND STAGE ON 
RELIGIOUS THOUGHT. 

One of the Strongest evidences that could be 
adduoed as proving the growing public contempt 
for things religious, occi held as sacred and to be 
protected against ihe scoffer, is the tendency of 
the modern daily newspaper and the modern stage 
lo caricature Christianity and its institutions. 



Through it all the drift of modern fan) hi I 

be percived. Prom stage and press the Oh: 

tian religion is being assailed. These EaclOfa are 

now tasting up the Ugh.! sgainat intellectual 

tyranny and in a way that is most convincing. 

They are fretting in a good wroh without th i Chris- 
tian fanatics bring actually aware of what i going 

on. In the end religion will go the my of all 

Seek 



I pro 



GOD AND THE OZAR. 



1JU ttUSBlSU autocracy while denying the people 
the right of self government, seem to be using its 
subsidized organs to attempt t 0 
upon them that they may ue si U 



to ejert au 

i lltept in 



ing would have not been tolerated, but m these 
days, it is devoured with a relish and the patron- 
aye accorded to tho*e engaged in the undertaking, 
evinces the temper of public opinion on this 
subject. 

An observance of the cheap plays that abound 
on the American si age will be enough to convince 
anyone that m nine eases out of ten where a 
preacher is presented as one of the characters he 
is usually depicted as a canting, lyhining 
hyprocrite, designing and villiauous, brirtffting .re- 
p roach and contempt It is seldom, in this class 
of plays, that a preacher is assigned an ennobling j M ,„'.'[,.,. 
and elevating part to play. Even turning to plays 
of a higher caste, religion is made a byword and a 
reproach, in no less a play than the "Little Min- 
ister"' the hypocrisy and cant of the fodowers of 
the cross are given ample demonstration and at 
the finale the '-Little .Minister" throws religiou to 
the dogs and embarks upon the sea of happy 
matrimony. Even in "The Christian" the 
happy matrimony. Even in "The Christian" the, 
only hero worthy of mention is the big, noble 
hearted pagan, while the character about which |; s 
ihe play assembles, willingly stands by while the | j- 
woman be pretends to love is being east into a „ 
den of wild boasts, permitting a savage brute tol 
rescue her instead <d himself. Taking the stage I : s 
at its best the cause of Christianity gains nothing J., 
bj comparison of rep r es e ntation and here we may 
discover tin secret of the church's serious oppo- 
BlttOU to the theater. 

If we take up a modern daily newspaper of any 
standing in the country, it would be a, most im- 
possible to complete a persual of its pages without 
coining across a record of the rascality of some 
modern, orthodox preacher. Joining in the 
"affinity" erase, we read on recent date, where 

preachers have been horsewhipped out of given 
communities and their affinities put behind 
prison liars. Sm h action was not altogether com- 
mendable for the preacher ought to have been 
locked up with the affinity. Stories of eloping 
presences, of preachers who abandon wives and 
children, are too common to be conunentei 1 upon, 
yet they all go to prove the general trend of the 
public and the public press in their attitude to- 
wards ( bristianity in particular and religion in 
general. • 

Only recently, in glancing over the comic supple- 
ment of a daily newspaper of note, we observed 
1 cartoons depicting an inquisitive child 
• child had pronounced some puzzling 
before the entire class, to his Sunday 
ScnooJ teacher anent Noah and his ark. The poor 
teacher was oaiuoatured as being completely de- 
jected over the matter and compelled to retreat 
to the privacy of her bodouir to study the Bible 
in order to be able to meet the boys questions. 
The cartoons gave the questions asked and in their 
very nature they were a.s antagonistic lo the Chris- 
tian religion as anything that could possibly be 
printed in the Wade. 

As a general rub- tin- modem newspaper delights 

in the publication of a feature story for its Sunday 

issue, thai shall deal with some interesting phase 



THE DOOM Or THE CHURCH. 

United Press Telegram, 

Rome, s,.pt. 20.— The Vatioation is cordoned by 
troops ordered out by the authorities to guard 

An attack is feared as an incident to a eelebra- 
1 ' '» 'be anniversary of the Italian army's en- 
trance to Home. Conditions are so ominous today 
that the guard has been strengthened. It is feared 
thn! anli-eleriea; riots, so serious through out Italy 
of late, will be repeated in Home on a still larger 
scale during the celebration excitement. 

The foregoing press telegram which appeared in 
Hp Qasette of Lexington, under the date of gap. 
ti mber I'll, is worthy of consideration. 

As the article indicates both the government of 
Italy and the Vatican dread an armed attack upon 
the soveriegn head of the Romnn Catholic church 
and the unusual precautions are being taken to 
SVert a tragedy of Ihe most serious cha racer. 

• me of the most potent stale nis made is that 

'conditions are so ominous" that the authorities 

deemed it necessary ''strengthen the guard "which 

f true, would indicate that the Vatican is no 

longer in favor with the Italian people and that 

Ihe populace would be better pleased were it to 
quietly and permanently depart. 

These reports indicate a change in the re- 
ligious opinions of Eupore that are sweeping the 
"Hue continent. And in a measure the Vatican 
l-senes it. According to eminent authorities on 
that subject the present Vatican is an aUtOCTSCJ 
of sUeh tremendous power that no government can 
exist concurrently with it in safety. The Vatican's 
itrst thdughl is for the ehiin h. The goVenuuwrr 

. lid the people 



to ( 



ich i 



self i 



formed, the pop,, and his cardinals are opposed 
to any change of improvement, and they combine 

U!,l > another to keep out all foreign I lementa, 

M "trive B gainst their admission to such extent 
whereby they could command power and influence 
•ver the church. No govemnSBnt is safe with sm-h 

■ i force exist ins,' within its jurisdiction. The gov- 
srnment of Italy recognises this fast still it is 

«" s tO avert bloodshed and if the pope woulu 

! "' express a desire to change his lodgings there 
no doubt the Italian government would be per- 
•Hy willing, but the documents and historic 

museum of papers and things must be left behind 

Prom all reports it is evident that the Vatican 

IS doomed. It may not be destroyed bv violence 

"'" BWe hopes not, in any event, Th I 

BtructlOn can be accomplished without force or 
violence. Ii ,s ; , known fact that for vears Un- 
people id' Italy have refused to contribute to the 
i s Penes and it ls now reported that one 
American diocese contributes to that fund more 
cad. yea* than ia given by the whole ofltaly. 

Nor is ibis dissatisfaction eonfined to Europe 

fQ * 1,1 A we And Catholic journals that 

complain of the treatment BCCOrded to the Catholic 

"' ^ "loriea by the Vatican, admitting the,,, to be 
among tin- most .oval the ehnreh can boast, Bv 

'is nun arrogance, by its own intolerance |,v it's 
m Hneanery and petty spites, it has brought a 

vengeance upon its own head that is soon to be 
carried out. 

What does all this surest t„ the practical 
thinking, observing mind/ Simply the world has 
Trown tired of theological nostrums and that in 
be reaction that is now Coming with rapid stride 

he christian religion will be carried into an' 

n il doom. 

MRS. BE S ANT'S SPIRITUALITY 

Since her arrival in Ameriea. as previouslv 

lounced in the Blade, .Mtrs. Annie Besant, of En. 
ntlj elected president of the society of 

'■en pleased to give an interview 
of her present peculiar faith, 
the New York Tribune of recent 



Bsaant a the tin f her association with Charles 

Brndlaugh and other rVsethoOght leaders in Kn- 
t-dand. In all her writings, in BCT nlalforiiY 
speeches and debates, she was a b ade,- j„ mater- 
ialism which is certainly a vast differencec from 
simply being "inclined" towards it whether that 
inclination be mild or Strong. We cannot believe 

thai Mrs. Beaant is trying to deceive, Thai is not 
m hit nature We annuo! believe that she is try- 
ing to -loss over her previous condition of thought 
in order to carry favor her new asso- 
ciates. That is also foreign lo her nature 
None has done more or suffered more, 
none has made more converts to Free! houirht 
in the same length of time than Mrs. Mesant and 
We CSJ ly surmise that the reporter writing th" 

interview simply constructed it to suit himself 

rather than give a literal report of what .Mrs. 

Beaant said. 

In one thing, if Mrs. Mesant be eorreetly quoted, 
we arc compelled to take issue with her. 
Bhe is reported with having said, "with age and 
the advancement of thought "She now believes in 
spirituality." We cannot believe that Mrs. ft MS 111 
would be guilty of offering such a cheap and 
trivial argument in support of her new cause. 
Thirty years ago Mrs, Besant was in the prime of 
her bright intellectual glory. Today she is around 
the seventieth mile-stone of life and it is an ad- 
milted and recognized fact that her intellect is not 
so bright or rigorous as it was thirty years ago. 
Mrs Beaant might have said with greater truth 
that with her advanced age her intellect had de- 
clined to such an extent that she could so readily 
and i isily abandon the firm, solid ground of mater- 
iali-. , thought for the tomfooleries of theosophy 
wit , all its reincarnations and transmigrations of 
BOWS. No sane person with any degree of mtelii- 
gem e can believe in such arrant nonsense, save in 
sued eases where early education has been the 

controlling factor, .Mrs. Beaant 'a education was 

never in thai direction after her abandonment of 
Christianity and it is not to such influences we can 



or her sudd. 



anil strange 



1 along 



The most charitable view the lilac 
of Mrs. Beaant 's position is that she is 

dotage, in her si ml childhood, SS r 

»er onee brilliant mind ia tu sdv , 

the road of decay, she is simply going "forward 

backward, .she has given up her Freethought for 
a greater folly than Christianity, though not so 
ferocious or violent in its exactions. In her 
new sphere Mrs. Beasant may not be able 
to wield the great influence she once exer- 
Cised. For her that day has gone. She may find 
nanfe flowers along the path but her glory is 
dimmed forever in the mists of an arrant supersti- 
tion. 



WHAT A CHANGE WAS WROUGHT. 



As a result of the French separation law the 

clergy, onee wellfed, pampered pets of society, are 

now turning to manual tnbor as a means of earning 
a livelihood. No longer are they permitted to 
thrive upon another's Industry and thrift. The 
collection plate no longer holds out alluring induce- 
ments. The French clergy, having been stricken 
ments. The office of parish priest does not otter 
the fine, fat fee it once did. The French clergy, 
bav, Dg be,-,, s.rieken with legal death, under the 
md spirit of the law, have fallen 
ources of labor for a living. This 
results yet obtained in the fight 



, the letter 



of the I 



Ken 



ed < 



?st had 
i the 



of 



monastic friars, but this was lai 
io profit rathen than for a mere existence" such 
as now confronts ihe deposed clergy of the French 

republic. In this respect they are now more nearlv 
approaching the alleged apottles who were fisher 

mien and tent-makers, doctors, and the like. If the 
recorded life of Christ he true he never took up a 
collation or passed the hat around the crowd. His 

id.- ami career was vastly differ 



i of the 



ache! 



I the 



make 



■ the WM 



of the got 



phists. has 1 



rhieo 



of religions belief or dssbelief. The latter phase of has be 
thought is not exempt nor is it treated with that Spesh 
degree of hostility so common a few years ago. 
Scarcely i weei passed by but some groat Ams* 

ican daily prints some kind of an article in which 
the Christian religion is held up to ridicule. The 
whole tendency is to show an otter disregard for 

religious, or theological questions, and there ia M 



" Ib.rty years ago I was inclined stro 

mnterialism, but with age and the adva' 

tkonghf in that tune 1 now believe ii 
Uality. The trend of science 
which is in its deneendoney ' 
Blade is of the nnir, 



Sa.V I lie;. 



elteve in spirit - 
nd materialism, 



Ihe opinion that Mrs. Beaanl 
for at the period of which she 
rs ago' she was not simply 
incline, | Strongly to materialism" but was the 
roremoat and most ardent and convincing advocate 
01 material USB pure and simple. No man or wo 

in all England, Burope or America/ for thai 

ever uttered or penned more convincing 
favor of materialism than Mrs. 



r day. Could 

other nations be induced to follow the French ex- 
ample ,t would be the means of increasing the 
world s productive power. 
According to French reports the deposed clergy, 

" i: '"- v "*° Wet incumbents of important 

parishes, their income gone, have restored to labor 
by their own bands and Imve gone into various 
re- keeping and 
< Mhers have 

^.uuwea ] Itry yards, and even the breeding 

ot poodle dogs Is relied „,,„„ to | inn „. ,„ ,.„„„„;, 
to keep the wolf from ihe ,|,,or. The makin- of 
Preserves fro,,, fruit of, he,,- own cultivation, Zm 

paper work, photography, printing, and other 

by these one-time e.\- 
in the end they will 
-n.ioyjiie ,nore l.y reason of the f„et that they are 

'ili'ev'Tiil 'n v ' n '"i'"" something 
i< .'i o" "'" . (XWn have done before. 

5Sf I"'-""-'' repuhlic , thl posed priests 

\\ iill profit „, ,he end by tins exchange. The 
priests will naturally incline toward boUg better 
rntomna, DO matter where their personal sympathies 

mny be, and being self-sustaining, less a drain on 

,,Ul ' "' P«©ple will learn, bj the 

^SH. ■ 10 ;, " ,,n ' , " i "" fi " (i 

SOME MORE TAINTED MONEY. 

The religious press of America is now ud in arms 
a,aiust Coll,, r\s Weeklv because ,.f Tau'ek ™ 
by th,. Urttcr upon eertain of the former on account 

*« "J— ot advertiaing matter they sarry as a 
™ '", i,k ; n V l r Pay ,ts own way. 

•V~ " ' ,n, "' K ' ' 1 WS fOHgiOUS press and the relig- 

s p sss is out with a combined attack on Col- 
IWC s. Both are of that " 



"truckling" variety of 



publication thai t 
afford to Stand at n B I and watch the result 

..f Hi. conflict. 

Too many publications exercise little care or 
thoiiu'iit scoeerwing the character nf t li • • adver 
tteinf Hoy earry, Too many poblkjatione think 
■on of the few doilara it will bring thaa the pah 
Ik rood they can accomplish. No greater hi 
has cv.'p been inflicted upon a nffariag people, 



in America Decoctions that can lie manufacture! 
for a eenta per gallon, arc extolled and lauded un- 
til their sale can be affected at one dollar a pint. 
Their curative qualities arc down to zero but ill 
the patient has to do is to read the advert iseincii 1 
and the test imunials offend and the cure is ef- 
fected. 

It is no secret thai the religiooa publications ol 

the country have fallen all over h other in an 

effort to get their class of advert isirn_r Sexual 

difficulties are exploited in their columns and the 

sore announced with brazen effrontery, when the 

editor and business mana-er both know that ir 
is i gigantic fraud of the first water. This cut no 

ice with the raUfiOM world. It was the dollars 

that counted and so long as the balam uld be 

shown on the credit side of the ledger if was wor- 
thy of toleration for was not the money spent in 
the service of file Lord And yet. these same .jour- 
nals, woidd howl from the housetops about "taint 
ad money" and print columns of slush vomited by 
the preachers of their denomination on the subject. 
Search the world In rain to find a specie or worse 

tainted money than that taken by theM religious 
.journals for the publication Of -such advertising' 

matter. 

Nor is Collier's altogether out of die woods. It. 

tOO, has gladly accepted this "tainted " money and 
its present crusade comes wifh bad grace, Because 
of its assults adopted by these papers and it will 
be i pted better from that source, by some peo- 
ple, than if the Pi thought papers had under- 
taken the task 

THE DEAD LINE IS DRAWN. 

At last the day has dawned when America, the 
land of the free and the home of the brave, has 
practically drawn a dead line against those who 

do not agree with the accepted order of things, 

and it seems reasonably and morally certain that 



in. ndiary doct fines at Amsterdam the authorities 
nl is count i v will subject her to a ritfid inquiry 
if n c ever attempt to gC4 pas! the Statu. ■ of LeV 

Bftj ■train. 

No more un.lcsirable person ever IQIIghl asylum 
le rc. With no conception of the American system. 

much less knowledge coi raring our scheme of 

govern nt, she is a firebrand whose petticoat has 

kepi tier out of jail where some of her dupes have 
pud an extreme penalty. Then is a good reason 

to believe that President MetXinle? we 



Kn 



dnu 



have 
rried 



on her propaganda with less recklessness. 

She is an a vowel anarchist, a confessed a.lultrcss 

under the law he r sail i lege baring been eon 
treated s< rding to the anarchist rite— and she is 



mitted to land, which i 



»l women are per- 
deportation of the 
of official routine. 
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t us compare C 
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WE HOPE TO CATCH UP. 

The London Freethinker, in a brief paragraph, 
directs our attention to the fact that it does not 
receive the Blade with regularity. We regret that 
fact just as much as our esteemed and valued En- 
t-dish contemporary could possibly do, but we have 
our office troubles which the outside world do not 
understand. We have ^reat hopes, however, of being 
able to Batch up with the date daring the present 
month and it will then be issued more regularly, 

The r't thinker is the most up-to-date Freethought 

paper in the world. 

LOADED FOR BEAR. 
An Original Poem. 

(By L M. Lawrence.) 

Mr. Hughes you may put these lines on the press, - • 
Unless you deem them to be almost worthless; 
The Blade is a keen cutter, I like it so well. 
That pen cannot write 11 and tongUC cannot tell. 



Then 



Mm ii 



the female 



f the 



Amei 



I many bad things in the Bible I see, 
idest of all things is that salvation is fre- 
st nothing but a little hot air; 
do as yon please, but don't forget praye 



■olips 



t he 



lean soil again. In fact serious doubts are en- 
tertained if she can ever get past the statule of 
Liberty and will be made a political exile because 
of her personal opinions and the doctrines she 
enunciates concerning the powers that be. 

The facts are that some time ago Kmiiia Goldman 
set sa il for Holland and she had been preaching 
; advantage of her absence. 



ol f 



anarchy abroad. T 
the capitalistic pre 
tat ion to the effect that the undesirable imigrant 
law should be invoked against her should she at- 
tempt to return, and from all indications it looks 
as if such will he the case. 

While the Blade does not approve of the doc- 
trines taught by Emma (ioldman. nor can it advo- 
cate physical violence i 
any system of polities « 

this move a-ainst her tl 



means of establishing 



leiety. 



I it can s 



id I 



•ep Bn 



study 



ed t 



.apt 



ed, a 



l shall I 
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And the penitent thief could rejoice in his day ; 
(lave a smiling approval of licentious belief, 
But not for a moment did he neglect to pray. 

To substitute prayer and a dip in the fount, 
Which they say came from Emanuel's veins; 
For pure, upright conduct and noble account, 
Leaves us covered with our guilty stains. 

So now. Mr. God, would it not be for the best, 
To give up this tomfoolery and prayer; 
And come and live for a while with me and rest. 
On this -rand, old terrestial sphere' 

As for you, Mr. -lesus. I can say with pride, 
That I scorn the terms that you offer me; 
T "would I e a hypocritical life I would live. 
'1'.. thus supplicate myself unto thee. 



la Goldman out <>f the coon try, forever, 

successfully used against citizen, political 
or social leader, whoea views do not harmonise with 
the existing governmtn, and in this comes the dan- 
ger from setting in motion a law that carries such 
an element of force and drastic effect. 

According to recent press reports two -rounds 
arc to I..' orged upon which Emma Goldman shall 



And i 



id a 



.dulte 



•s when she 
ed. that she 
ss under the 



■ ord \\ it li the orthodox plan, religions 

or political, and as a rule she has indulged in a 
promiscuous mating whenever fancy led, but other 
and greater women have done (he same thing and 
did not hesitate to set the customs of society at 
defiance. Adultery is made dependent upon the 
nation in which you live and upon the person at- 
tempting to define it. If ad 
that should debar persons 
strictly enforced, the United 



de| 



pulated < 



offense 
tizenship. and 
vould be prac- 



of its women. Of course this would all depend 
upon how the subject was viewed and construed 

In regard to tl thcr count, that of anarchy, it 

Will be recalled Ihat it was an epitlft applied to 
William .1. Bryan and his supporters during the 
election campaign of ISM, and, if true then it must 
be true now, so to Strictly cnl'orce that rule would 
mean that William -I. Bryan and the six millions, 
or more, who voted for him, are undesirable cit- 
izens. 

True, anarchy, in the abs 
anarchy, is uiisuited to tin 

[I is a radical fallacy that should be rigidly guard 
ed against. Many people really believe that it was 

through the influence <>f Emma Goldman 

that Czolgosz murdered I 'resident Me Kin- 
ley, and the bulk of the American people 
so believing, have never forgiven either of 
them for the crime. That our readers may know 
portion of the American press think of 



. that 

Ameriei 



the s 

editoi 



taken 
; Moi 



nm of the Si 
graph, a racing guide and theatrical organ, which 
will be found to fairly represent the opinions of the 
class to which it caters. It m J a, 

Acting upon the advice offend hy The Morning 
Telegraph while tenia Qoidman was mouthing her 



Hoi 

book .' 



Ghost, did you really write that 



FIVE PILLARS 

OF CHRISTIANITY 



Alleged Birth of Christ as Recorded 
the Bible is Opposed to Nat- 
ural Law, and is, Therefore 



Klvi 



without earlnir •-. Inv-tl 
source It wrvi m the c 
■f means or support fuel ID 
icr, It aldn anil assists the 



r for I 



•lief; to a free 
to be largely 




man;. gives him 

hiH gamer, his nee* clothes 

snelier; his business Is to say noth- 
ing ol the origin of the creed, or If 
forced to, than misstate the facts so 
as to deceive his hearers, or If 
rant himself, he and his followers are, 
alike In the mud; but with all elm-see 
of clergymen, they have learned tliat, 
in order to live, they must modify 



I systems are kept nut of sight as much 
as iiossible, and when forced to the 
surface, the cleric will say. he don't 
i now in- the wisdom of (iod is past 
finding out. or some such expression. 

Inheritance when kept before the 
eyaa Of the donee, soon ripens into a 
custom, when the forms an 1 cere- 
monies of Christianity, like anything 
else, an practiced automatically 
without a thot like the circulation 
of the blood. But Christianity, like 
all other religions never attacks a 
strong reasoner. it lays hold of the 
weak and ISM Me abided, childre 



long these natural lawa are Bad 
coition cannot take place be- 
l male bird, or bird in form, and 



.Id worn, 
it feeds ( 



adad 



sue (birth) can take place from 
ich supposed coition. 
Third, That from such supiwsed 
)ition no child in human form can 
) born. Fourth, that a man, or be- 
ll In human form, once dead and 
buried never returns to lire. 

Fifth, that nowhere in the universe 
does nature disclose a thinking, in- 
telligent being superior to man. 

That the first four propositions 
aforesaid, are fundamental principle* 
ature so well stablished that no 

calls them In question. 

It is the negative of these four 
proposition on which Christianity 
rests; they are pillars on which the 
whole superstructure rests. 

The fifth proposition the most nec- 
essarily a part of the foundation 
direct, stands below or at the bottom 
of the four pillars. It is the rock 
foundation of the system, which no 
one has ever been able to prove by 
the combined action of his senses; 
nor bas the telescope, or spectro- 
scope in their survey in the bound 
less space disclosed such a bein? 
neither does the microscope find 
among the most minute atoms, living 
or dead any such being. 



who given no thot or heed. Thought 
produces r. aaOB) and reason examines, 
and neei ssa-ily rejects all such things 
that go in to make up Christianity or 
Other religion, as it rejects deism for 
the want of proof. 



ZOLA 



MADE AN EFFECT 

UPON SEPARATION MOVEMENT 
IN FRANCE BY HIS LAST 
BOOK AND SHOULD BE 
GIVEN CREDIT FOR 



rdlnai 



aires a gren 
tf his wife than she would 
be expected in make — a 
f her pride and feelings to 



-•"criticc I 
right BSSj 

descend o n Innocent heads. Of 
aoarse, a parallel might be drawn be 
twem 'his case, and the case of Ab- 
raham and his wife, Sarah, and 
Snrnh\s hand maiden who bore a son 
unto Al.raham with Sarah's conni- 
vance, eic, but this would be taking 
advantage or the religionists. Have 
they not repudiated the Old Testa- 
ment | it is true, the New Testament 
-superseded the Old. but It Is founded 
on the old. The house has been com- 
pleted, and the foundations have 
been discarded, and the true Chris- 
tian faith is left, suspended in the 
air, That describes the situation of 
the Chares today; It is "up in the 

Whj does the Church — while 
teaching that the profession of re- 
ligion adds new obligations, yet ever 
ready to excuse sins committed by 
Its own members— judge so harshly 
those who do not accept its doctrines 
and who by its own admissions have 
not He same obligations to live up 
to the so-Claimed hiKher standards, 
nor, according to its teachings, 
enuld have the capacity to do so? 

In reading editorials, discussions 
and magazine articles, touching on 
the conflict recently waged between 
Church and State in France (unhap- 
i'il> DOt receiving tiny liberal publi- 
cations i. I have been struck by a 

•Truth -, as a factor In the creation 
ol tin sentiment or thought back 
of I he secular movement. This 
omission, which I can only attribute 
to ignorance of the book, inability 
to comprehend its power, or reluc- 
tance io qaote a hook SfhOM ideas 
are opposeed to those of the ortho- 
dox, justifies the query as to whether 
the so-called -leaders of thought on 
such questions— questions most im- 

.rtant to be rightly settled— are 

e liberal p blicatlons. 

( ulebra. Canal Zone. 



Article Sent From the Canal Zone. 



(By A. B. Lacey.) 
Some incidents in Zola's 
thai have come to light since his 
death justify the Inquiry as to we 
he lived up to that high standard of 
morality set up in his last and greac- 
est work, 'Truth.'' of three book^ 
which he planned, to round out his 
life's work, "Truth" was the only 
one written, but this book alone 



.title 



only to I 



If you did you hud better let it be the en, I. 
And if I have shown faults in what I've under- 
took. 

lie who teaches me to mend them is my friend. 

NATURE AND GOD. 

Concerning the discussion between Herman 
Wettstein and the Humanitarian Review anent 
the dec spit all sation of Nature and the capitaliza- 
tion of god the Blade expresses its opinion by the 
use of capitals in this paragraph. While there is 
a prevailing rule in gr umm r to capitalize a noun 
vet the word god has been capitalized from mere 
Christian custom and not because of an adherence 
to any strict grammarian rule. In the Christian 
literature of the day. whenever reference is made 
to god, Jesus, of the holy ghost, either directly 
ti the third person, the custom is to capitalize 
Such words as "His" and "Him" are always cap- 
zed, not because it is grWMuM ically correct, but 
because the Christian prefers to do so as es 
VNdng the idea that god, Jesus and the holy ghost 
e above us ordinary mortals. After all it is 
matter of taste. The word "pod" .Iocs not sun- 
cost a person and if Freethinkers wish to capital- 
" Nature" they have a clear right to do so. Na- 
ture is the right name to designate all that is. was. 

ever will be and it includes god if there is a god. 
therefore, it must be above pod, outside of god, and 
the use of capitals in writing" Nature ' ' is more just i- 
fiable than the use of capitals in writing "god." 

INSCRIPTION WANTED. 



as a writer of literature, but as 
.Now 1 assert without fear of sue- prophet. The tardy but enthusiastic 
cessful contradiction, that all concep- ! restitution made to Simon, the per- 
ilous wnich negative these rive prop- 1 scented school teacher, as described 
ositlona are necessarily false. I i„ Truth", has been fulfilled by the 

Now every one who is familiar with complete revolution of sentiment 
the Hlble, knows, if he is capable of the part of the French people 
knowing anything, that the system I wards DreyfUl and the acts of I 
of Christianity rests on the negation I government in restoring him as 
of these five propositions, the first officer of the army and honori 
four, as the pillars, the fifth as the those who invited calumnv In defe 
foundation to these columns. ■ | . m from persecution in the face 
Take away any one of these and the the popular outcry against him.' 1 
whole superstructure falls to peices. 

The New Testament story as In- 
terpreted by its cleric forces thee 
rises that coition between a male 
bird, dove in form, and a female wo- 
man; which is a natan 

2. That from such I 
birth followed, which is 
and physiological impossibility. 

::. That the Issue was a child In 
human form which is an impossi- 
bility. 

4. That this issue a man die, 
buried and rose to life. Which 
impossibility. 

The foregoing strips the system of 
every vestige or foundation on which i, 
it rests, and I here assert, no man or ,,ra 
woman of common sense and sound ' w " d 
mind believes that any one of their G f 
church claims are true. ]t , g . 

The so-called believer will here j;ola 
manifest surprise at this statement, 
and say, the world is full of Chris 
tians. who to be such, must belie v 
these things are true. A little his- 
tory to our rescue here. Christianity 
id Its birth in the Roman empire, 
id according to history, the evil 
cl was made up of slaves, beggars, 
imiuals and old women, the verv 
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complete dis-redit 

Char h tads itself. 

Trash," afl « .he 

MM part of the Church against Si- j 
mon, the schml teacher, have beenl 
exposed and lepu-'iated, has come in 
France. Who can limit the influ- 
ence which this book had in bring 
natural and about both consummations? And 
II the author, who has done so much In 
a truly righteous cause, depare.t 
aosoewhal from the high standard of 
morality which he as a free thinker 
taught. — s standard of morality far 
higher than what is taught In the 
Bible or what is usually practice l 
in connection with a so-called Chris 
tian life. — a charitable judgment nm> 
Kjken. 



John McFarland — Regarding the 
failure to mail you Mrs. Henry's 
pamphlet we confess to an oversight 
caused by overwork. However your 
order is now being filled. Thanks 
for clippings. 

Krotnad Publishing Co.— We deem- 
ed II expedient to publish your letter 
ns a good way to direct attention to 
the book. 

C. H. Hall.— Realizing the obsta- 
cles you have to contend against we 
better appreciate the fact that you 
are doing your best. 

Geo. U Case.— Feeling tnat you 
mean only too well for humanity we 
can Understand roar attitude towards 
good things, but the good portions un- 
borrowed and even they are made in- 
jurious by Insisting that the whole 
book is a divine, literal inspiration. 

A Friend irom Chewsville, Md.— 
You will observe we have published 
your letter in full without revealing 
the name. Our reasons for so doing 
are more fall] expressed In our edi- 
torial column, if not in this, then in 
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S found a eoimnunicat i. 
or aid in the composit i, 



ould I 



appropriat 



tiou upon the tombstone of her deceased husband, 
who lived and died a Freethinker. The Hlade has 
made an effort to compose such a line which is 

liven in the "Chats with woneepuudenls" but if 

there be any Freethinker in the land who can im- 
prove upon it both the Blade and Mrs. Farber 
would appreciate the effort. The subject is open 
to all comers and it has been said that from a mul- 
titude of counsel wisdom may be found. Don't be 
afraid to try. 



name, the widow being child- 
less. Those who ignorantly associ 
ate free thought with free love, and 
the greatest number who are ever 
ready to proceed on the presump- 
tion that a free thinker deserves to 
i.e slandered ami eoadmaned on gen- 
eral principles, will use this argu- 
ment to show that religion and mo 



the unlettered, these Ignorant relte> 
ionists, as is always the case, in 
creased in numbers until the Roman 
empire loaned them a helping hand 
to secure them as soldiers, once 
the road to power, force In ev 
conceivable form was used to add I 
outsiders to the church. In this way, 
and by all means of deceit and fraud, 
the church has managed to gather 
within her corral about 140,000,009 
"I i" ogla. Thus will it be seen, that 
our Christianity is an heir loom, art 
have it by inheritance It is with, 
and everywhere among us. without 
our will, thought or care It has 
become popular superstition, at least 
with those who accept It as a matter 



the practice 



that the profession t 
a sine -pia 
the latter, 
view the matter intelligently 
without prejudice, while not ap 
ing, will admit that a membe 
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-ould do worse thin, 
felling his standing to any great a» 
tent, and further, that worse thin.s 

haw hi 1 a done i.y religious men, 

notably preachers, and excused 00 
the ground that 'The spirit is strong 



the llesh 



•eak". 



well ordered Hock such things en 
the part of one or their own body 
would be largely condoned, and the 
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I rm tot him Bland sad look i 
Mm well: 
ilx \\orld MMI something I 

mhM>: 

I \Tiy needs he through i lend 



S'ill. 



am Inclined to agrc with hi * ishusd ..• 



my old teacher, the hue § 

Idjicklc. Who. referring to Goethe's 
law nffalr« wrote: 'To Goethe the 
siuh: of nny heautlfitl ohjert w s like 
d. lirate mtlKic to thr enr 



eldc Ocean on 
OMMMWi ;i phallus highly 

I m Mat fMM kg Iks iH>n 
r linn, Is carried In the procession." 
Clifford n jm w i, another student of 
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Review of a New L 
the Influence of V 
Great Works. C 
in the Supernat 

FROM A WELL KNOWN 



who persists In standing bolt upright, 
Ith his UUBBpiiJUUUS l.at on. "hen Uh 
Holy Host is carried through tin 
-trects and all ban their heads and 
many kneel. Goethe, though Bt would 
BOOKMAN'S CAUSERir.. ,,,,],.,.,„. , llv hare shared 

itw of the ceremony, would ln- 
tinctivelv hn\. conformed to the 



(By A. E. Fletcher!, 
e are several Kni:!lsh 
B of Goethe of which the 
known, perhaps. It thai by the 
George Henry Lewis. This was 
once very popular in France. I; 
translated by a Frenchman 
palmed it off as an original era 
his own. and thus found his way 
the charmed circle of the Fr 
Academy. Dr. Bts lsek sraehy'i 
mlnous work Is now recognized In 
many as the standard life of 
Vaterland's greatest poet All Km 
llsh-speaking students of Ooethe owe 
Mr. Cooper a debt of gratitude fori Th< 
his admirable translation of it. Tin 



that period was enacted ct ai 
drama of the Fr. iidi revoluti M 

have appealed pow< r fully either to 
Goethe's emotion or his IHglllwttri 
There were problems of life and min-1 
of more Importance to him than th 
overthrow of thrones and principal 
Itles and powers. Where In Goethe*! 
writings, asks Ilr. Iilolschowsky. de 
we And any OTktenees of the far 
reaching riaienl conflicts which over 



i •• .■■•«\\. BS a swallow in the s immer 
air. or a sea-mew on the buoyant 

ware, Raaen the rich awry of 

Poslt st*! loves, with which s andal, 
of course, and prudery have made 
their market: but which, when looked 
Into carefully, were, Just so much 
part of his genius as "Faust" and 
"Iphigciila" could never hav< been 
Wilt—. Let no BUM' therefor . take 
offence when 1 say roundly that 



oos, Greeks and HoasaaB, proof 
a| the IXtateaOS Of ibis form of rc- 
Mgloa is i( he fonae* in every part of 
ttb in! ftbtted by man. Persia. 
India, (Vyi-m. China. tn : >an. Iturmah. 
Art. Mn. Syria. Asia Minor, 
t. Ethiopia. Bailgja ami the llrlt- 
Bl r with Mexico. Ten- ! 



' Shelley was one of | : 
:he few Englishmen of his day who . 

noble are hla tnathrttfimi from h 
"Faust." Take, tor in -tance. his sub || 
lime "Chant of the Archangels," In 
which Kapha i in BkJ 
The sun makes muilc as of old 

Amid the rival spin res of Heaven. 
On its p. rdc.-tined circle rolled 

With thunder speed: the Angels 



I 



he 



lalhiu 



It is I 



credit that he tenderly cared tor 
Christine, although she ksjpjrltsd ■ 
taste for strong drink. He was all 
ttM more faithful to her. because In 
fell that she needed his forbe.iranr. 
When she died, in 181C, he was deWpl! 
affected, and mourned for her with 

a large hearted sorrow. He ■areteed 
her sixteen years, and died at the 
ripe age of eighty-four. Few I 
DAL FOl'RTKKN — BLAHE 
have bequeathed to the work 

larger heritage of immortal song. 



milt; 



shaki 



•1 While Buro) 
»th the tread! • 



W M re hi Wai bom. Why should I 
hate France, to whom I owe so 
much?" he a.^d: and when twitted 
for not having written battle sons*, 
lie confessed. "I am no warlike 
re, ,-uid have no warlike sense: 
■ongl would hare been a mnsk 
h would have Beted my face had- 
ned love 



ting Into the mouth of 

famous saawar bo M rgai 

"Do you believe in God?' 

Forh 



f love. 



Who can say truly "1 believe la Qodf 
—Ask It of priest or of philosophy. 
And the reply seems but a mockery. 
Of him who asks. 

Marg. Then thou dost not believe 
Faust. Misunderstand me not th >i 
best beloved: > 
Who can name Him and knowb 
what he says. 

Say I believe In Him*" And who cadJ that it would have to end with tin 
feed /extension of the Royal Family." 

And with self-evidence, to MOSCtous] Goethe stared in utmost astonish- 
wrong J meat "We seem to misunderstand 
; his heart, say "I lv lleve I . nch other, my dear," he said, after 



RELIUION 

js.iij mojj peuntyooo) 



l hart 



It of 



this great event? The volcano has at 

i .si aniae »j arapttoa! ererytblng is 

in llames; there is no longer any ques- 
tion of debate behind closed doors." 

Thinking that Goethe was referring 
to the Revolution, Soret said: "It 
terrible story, but what was to 
xpeeted under such conditions. 



Him not?" 
The All-embracing. All-ustalntag One, 
Say doth he not embrace, sustain, 

include 

Thee?— Jler— Himself?— Bends not 

the sky above? 
And earth on which We are is it not 

firm I 

And over us with constant kindly 
smile, 

The Sleepless stars keep I -.« rh-.st ll g 
watch! 

When thou art 
Lost in the consciousness of happt- 

Then call it what thou wilt. 
Happiness ! — heart I — love I — God ! 
Goethe whilst in the service of the 



pause. "I am not talk- 
ing of those people. What interests 
me Is quite a different affair. I am 
referring to the quarrel which baa 
just broken out In the Academy be- 
tween Carter and Geoffrey BL Hlloire. 
which is of the uimost significance 
i a science. The matter of th< highest 
importance," he continued, af t ; n 

Idea of the feelings which the BeBBfoa 
Of July 1!» has aroused In in" We 
have now in St. Hilaire a might; ally 
for a long time to come. The best of 
all, however, is that the syntlt otJC 
treatment of BJ UN, introduced by 
him in France, can now no more be 
overthrow^' The eternal lawa of the 



' fight in?. : unlvt 



soul was ^ too much Bl N rl 1 I ; h 

fected by the makers or history Yot 
he could write lovely ballads, as. ntr 
instance, that beginning: 

Through the forest idly 

As my steps 1 lxnt 
With a free and happy h< art 
Singing as I went 
How childlike und beautiful this 
strong man of genius eoaM bl I I It- 
was a man of ettteBM M « , II I I 
poet — one of the few rreai nan nog 

have possessed the Imaginative ■ eto- 

tlonal and rattoctnative fai 1 • 1 
full vigor. 1o this man 
strange way. says Carlrh "tl I 
given what v.e may call a Ufa 
Divine idea of the world: rising of 
the Inward divine nrsfty. :nd. 

strangely, out of Ml I kl tin Wl rid 

risi s Imaged once more as p tdllke. 

it god. 



One 



re of pre 



'tisla'io 



retracing the co 
velopment so lot 
ate homogeneity 
are on the lucre; 
ri tracing cannot bare been reached 

n long bs the object of worship is 
abstraction or ■ gi nenllzatlon, elnct- 
both necessarily imply a prior at 
qualntance with, and probobly a wo 
ship of the concrete. It should seen 

hi n fore, that the Initial object ( 
worship must have been concrete 
Ni tber could It have been the sam 
Identical concr be object that firs 
induced religion in each prlmitiv 

n ( ions relation of Die 

whole human family to the san 
i Implli a ■ very high degr 
coherence between all. The 
mate of religious incoherent 

' oly when the indulgence of 
religious sentiments is that of each 
man In a state of absolute rellgp 
ieolation. 



, nee only when one will admit of th. 
hypothesis, that all the conditions o 

Us religious adoration wire presen' 
in and for every man. and with him 
v I ■ ri ver he is. on every part of the 
'arth. at the age of religious awaken 
In?, (it her indlvldualily or racially 
considered, and at every other time 

wi 11. That one object is the sex 
ual mechanism. Only In the primal 
worship of racial adolescence. 

• n i very man finds a part of him- 
• . if to be the source of every relig- 
ious essence and the oBject of hli 
i Itglous sentiments, can we find that 
ultimate incoherence and homogen- 
<ity which the law of evoultlon con 
ditlons as existing at the time of re 
llgtoui Inchoatlon. By this test 
again reach the conclusion that 



Goethe's mediaeval play, "Cotz," and 
Professor Boyesen suggests It was 
probably this fine dramatic effort that 
aroused Scon's enthusiasm for the 
Middle Ai'is, and prompted him to 
write "Waverley Norels." We may, 
therefore, be indebted to Goethe for 
the romantic moverm nt in Baglish 
literature. 

Ooethe's Relation With Women. 



I Much of Goethe's best Work was 
written under feminine Influence. He 
wan handsonn and sph ndidly built, 
and loved and WM loved by several 
charming women. There Is no evl- 
d< net l, how. v. r. to show that he had 
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Every watch guaranteed fresh and 
tew from factory (no shopkeepers"!. 
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r of phallic 
form of re- 
orlgln of 

i. ologif al ere. ds." 
These facts again oanJnfi our form 
i DondnatOB that sex-worship Is the 
rlmal r< Ugion from which all others 

We 



wkfejj rou cannot trice hrtelUgeatbj 
and buy everywhere. Also of die- 
work (stamped) " t ngtaved" cases— 
they are a fraud. Thos. listed above 
are known to be the heat watches 
id— If watch is :i w and per 
feet— you aer safe to buy them wh. re 
price Is lowest. I pay freight. 
LADIES GOLD WATCHES. 
Large (6) size Elgin. Waltham or 



Hat 



ml ■ 



fun In 



by ft* 



obho; 



the implies 



hat .motional religion prceeded the 
ration a] form. In the course of evo- 
■ . motional life preceds that 
e ns. ions reason. Affinity and 
r ion. reelings of pleasure and 
D BPOli the evironment. h ue be- 
• th*) were the bnsls of conscious 
.inatlon. It is not thlnkabl" 
t in Its specialization as to religion. 
» order of events should be re- 
W 1 Bad rational religion antedate 
I develop th" emotional. 
(To b ' continued. I 



FIKAL 

f Cent 'uii.d from first page.) 

glad the In art of God and man. as 
the Scriptures doth Bay. Words for 
the people wine 'or the priest, and 
unto this day that Is the rule: so In 
Bacchui the god of wine they find 
their consolation for (fee tils and lh< 
i mill l.-s of life, while the people are 
admonished to reflect on Jehovu and 
to find contentment in the words and 
the promises they put In his mouth. 
In all antiquity the priest and the 
Viae cup have been Inseparable, and 
this fact proves that while religion 
may quiet and console the minds ol 
i.i. misses. It does not and cannot 
In : . ir CBSes sooomphsh that result 
Being higher In the scale of In 
Uliectual development, their minds 
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Halckel to Wettstein: 



VE YOUR SYNOPSIS OF 



ed witl 



. flashy 



and the thoughts 
11 and the stupid. 
•> liars and Jlquld 

and never do these leaders 
dear people descend to 
the conditions they desire to 
d keep them In. Preaching 
ictlce never walked hand In 



;ulato 



of 



religious hi 
Of evolut 



ndlti 



which 



llluniii 



all i 



, Impu 



tin splendour, as of Mahout' t, but In 
mild celestial radiance." 

Carlyle's efforts to Bake Ml 1 a! 
Goetne was ii dev.ut bell • f !t. the 
supernatural ate a little ridtoaloSJi 
As Professor Uoy. s n. In his ad- 
mirable "Essays on OafBaaa UtersS 
ture," asks, how could a OOTOttt be- 
liever write sank i passage si 'his 
from the second part of l a i t " 
The sphere Of earth Is known isj 



tny in. 



, Ch 



did 



? primal devlath 
he non-religious, demands th 
If sex Is the g. iterant of religion, an ! 
this came about as an unavoidable 
consequence of the conditions of ra- 
cial adolescence, that then all pao- 

belng, must have had some form of 



must have been geographically uni 
venal over the portions of the globe 
lababitated by native religious hu- 
man* That phallic worship was thus 
..graphic ally universal is the testi- 
mony of every serious student of this 
cult. 

Sa>s Richard Payne Knight: 
"Those who wish to know bow gen 



util I 



had f 



iilrtli to I son. That his love for the 
aoeomplisbed Fran von stein was 
purely Platonic there is every reason 
to believe. She was several years 
older than Oat the, the wife of another, 
and the mother of seven chlldrm. 
Her marriage was not a happy one, 
but this amok must be said for her 
husband: That he did not object to 
her writing Inters to Goethe. Curl- 



tally th« 
tad the n 



nee prevailed, will consult the ere,, 
laborate work of Mr. D'Hancnrvllle. 
who, wltb infinite learning and In- 
genuity, has traced Its progress over 
the whole world." 

student of the subject 



dds this t 



. .rshlp 



dir. c 



And s 



r the 



expeeleth. 
tolerated alj tonal of belief, 
thought that a germ of truth wa 
be found in all religions; but he 
far beyond the average man's , 
tbroitomoi 'pb Ic 
To quote again : 



baked bananas ha thereby gave Fran 
von Stein great offence. His eon, in. t 
towards his first love, fosd< i i ■ 
Brlon, to whom he was engaged, was 



Greece with Ban and Priapaf) H the 
Hcandtaarfaa and Teutonic nations 
wltb Frleeo, In Spain with Horlam s 
it has b<"eii found in different parts 
Of the American continent, in Mexico 
la pan and Hayti: in loth these 
hitter places numerous pb Hi, model- 
led in clay have been discovered, and 



houghts and actions not only want 
iberty themselves but take It. "The 
Crimes of Preachers" has now be- 
:ome a very fat pamphlet and it Is 
anj I partial record of their doings 
While professing many things and 
showering unlimited counsel and ad- 
vice .upon others, as to life's duties 
and the correct way to live, they are 
Just as much in love with the so 
Call .1 sinful pleasures" of existence 
as any other class of mortals: and 
the man K something of n church 
I thinks they try very hard to 
th BL All of which proves 
hat there is not much difference In 
humnri nature, and the austere Ufa 
with rigid self denial and repression. 
Is philosopieally accc.pt. >d onlv hv In- 
valids, old people, or those who have 



: oft | 



and 



* < ffl n. ration will appear to dupli- 
cate our experience as this old world 
I roand and round without plan 
or purpose. 
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LEAD THEN — PASS THEM ALONG. 

Liberty t.ilks by— lagaissB, Wakemnn. Walker, fJchrue- 
iter, rVntecei • Dnrrow, Post, and ..thers. Read "Our Van- 
ishing L|berty of Press" (five cents) ; and al«. "Do Von Want 
Prae Bpseekf" Iten cents) and learn 

WHY YOU SHOULD ACT WITH US. 

P .- Free Speech League, 120 Lexington Ave., New York City. 



ORGANIZATION AT LAST 



WAN TIC I) — All loaders of the Blue Grass Blade, who know God Is & 
jth and death the end of life, to fil out Hie following blank and forward 
to the lateraattoaaJ Organiser W.H. Ken-. Great Bend, Kansas, and get 
nice certiiicaie, suitable for framing, of graduation in the knowledge ol 
od and life membership in the church of Humanity making you founder* 



APPLICATION FOR MSMMRtHIF 
in the Church of Humanity 

W. H. KERR. Great B. nd, Kans. 

Bell ving God to be a fabulous being. I enclose one dollar lot 
Life Membership In the Church of Humanity 



Previous Church 



1,000 mi BlMM are enrolled 
j EonnaJh organise and !rrorp«'»te "><• church 



